April 29, 2015
Contact: Dr. Suzanne Ross, suzannewross@aol.com, 917 584 2135

Open letter to Pennsylvania Governor Thomas Wolf and Department of Corrections
Secretary John Wetzel

Re: Urgent need for independent medical treatment for Mumia Abu-Jamal and for
his release from prison so that he can receive that treatment

Internationally renowned political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal is seriously ill. He is currently
suffering from life threatening diabetes, full body skin disease, weight loss -- 80 pounds in the last
two to three months -- extreme dehydration, multiple neurological symptoms -- uncontrollable
shaking, slurred speech, loss of memory with fugue states -- and is wheelchair bound. He was
initially placed in the prison infirmary for the severe skin problem, released back into general
population only to become sicker, very possibly as a result of inappropriate treatment for the skin
problem. Most serious, despite three blood tests during his stay in the infirmary, he was not
diagnosed for the diabetes he had developed which only weeks later led to his going into diabetic
shock. He was rushed to the ICU at the closest hospital and had his sugar level somewhat
stabilized only to be returned to the prison two days later while still very sick, causing more
medical crises. All developments since the above description have only been more frightening:
more weight loss, inability to walk other than in baby steps, sporadic incoherence, excruciating
pain, massive skin peeling, and blood in his urine. And still no diagnosis of this shocking skin
disease. Mr. Abu-Jamal is in immediate need of medical help from outside the prison system as
the neglect and malpractice of the Department of Corrections is directly responsible for the
inadequately addressed and alarming deterioration of his health. Only if he is released will Mr.
Abu-Jamal be able to get the proper medical care to give him a chance at recovery.

We, the undersigned, call on Governor Thomas Wolf and Secretary John Wetzel to promptly
authorize the independent doctors Mr. Abu-Jamal has chosen to coordinate his diagnosis
and treatment plan, and to involve the specialists needed to address his many medical
challenges. This would require allowing those doctors (1) to have regular phone access with
Mr. Abu-Jamal while he is in the infirmary, (2) to be able to communicate freely and
regularly with the prison infirmary physicians who are overseeing Mr. Abu-Jamal’s care,
and (3) to schedule an immediate independent medical examination.

The horrific medical care Mr. Abu-Jamal has received at SCI Mahanoy with life
threatening consequences is by no means unique to him. The epidemic level of diabetes
throughout Pennsylvania’s prisons and the skin problems and hepatitis infections many of
the prisoners experience speak volumes about the vulnerability to serious disease that
simply entering the prison system causes. We, therefore, call for an independent
investigation of the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections medical system. In
particular, this investigation must focus on profit-making organizations hired by the
Department of Corrections that place priority on cost cutting rather than the

quality of care provided to prisoners, resulting in fewer referrals to hospitals when
needed and more deaths.

Finally, given the extensive evidence of Mr. Abu-Jamal’s innocence, long prevented from being
addressed fairly in the courts, and now the evidence that Mr. Abu-Jamal’s very life is in danger
while in the prison system, we call for his immediate release from prison.
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